[image: image2.jpg]L




Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford and via Microsoft Teams on

Wednesday, 11th November 2020 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Paul Ross, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Farrell,

Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, 
Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Uruemu Adejinmi and Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan,  Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
UPDATE ON LOUGH REE POWER.

Jim Murray, Manager, ESB Midland Stations and Senan Colleran, Manager, ESB Thermal Generation Operations addressed the members regarding the imminent closure of the Lough Ree Power Plant.    Mr. Murray stated that efforts to convert the Lanesboro Power Plant to biomass and avert its closure is very regrettable. Under planning conditions, the ESB have to remediate the site by the end of 2022.  The demolition work will be carried out during 2021 and 2022.  

The members expressed grave disappointment regarding the closure of the Power Plant .
Mr. Murray replied to queries raised by the Members.  He stated that affected employees are being offered redeployment to other areas of the ESB.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor T. McGovern seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 7th October 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
Noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT.

The Chief Executive Report, as circulated, was noted.
Annual Meeting with Transport Infrastructure Ireland – TII.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the T.I.I. be requested to meet with representatives from the Council to discuss National Roads in the county, in particular the N4 Mullingar to Tomiskey route. 
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETINGS HELD ON THE 
9th SEPTEMBER 2020  - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 9th September 2020, as circulated, were noted.

CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.
S.I. No 445 of 2020 and Circular Letter 07-2020 – Council Remote Meetings – circulated.
Noted.

Supplementary Standing Orders regulating the proceedings in relation to remote                               meetings of Longford   County Council  - circulated
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was agreed to adopt the Supplementary Standing Orders regulating the proceedings in relation to remote meetings of Longford County Council. 
Minutes of Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 27th July 2020  -  circulated.
The adopted Minutes of Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 
27th July 2020 were noted. 
Amendment to Business Incentive Scheme – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Amendment to Business Incentive Scheme, as recommended by the Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee and circulated with Agenda for meeting. 
Elected Representatives Data Protection Policy – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Elected Representatives Data Protection Policy, as circulated.
Membership of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to appoint Ms Grainne O’Donnell, nominee of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, to replace Ms. Aine Bohan as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).

FINANCE AND REGENERATION.

Minutes of Governance Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 29th July 2020 - circulated
The adopted minutes of Governance Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 
29th July 2020  were noted. 
STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.

Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Minutes of Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 21st July 2020 – circulated.

The adopted minutes of Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 21st July 2020 were noted. 

Minutes of Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee  Meeting held on the 20th July 2020 – circulated. 
The adopted Minutes of Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 20th July 2020 were noted.
Winter Maintenance Review – circulated – recommendation from Strategic Infrastructure SPC Meeting. 
John Brannigan briefed the members regarding the Winter Maintenance Review.

Councillor G. Murtagh requested that the road that links Aughnacliffe to Killoe be included in the Winter Maintenance Plan. It was agreed to review Councillor Murtagh’s request. 

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed to adopt the Winter Maintenance Review.  
Revised Housing Transfer Application Form – circulated – recommendation from Strategic Infrastructure SPC Meeting. 
J. Brannigan briefed the members regarding the revised Housing Transfer Application Form.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Brady it was agreed to adopt the Revised Housing Transfer Application Form.

Collumbarium Wall at Ballymacormack Cemetery and increase in the prices for grave plots in local authority owned Cemeteries – recommendation from Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler. it was agreed that a Collumbarium Wall  be constructed at Ballymacormack Cemetery.

The following increase in the price for grave plots in local authority owned Cemeteries was agreed by the members -
· Single plot to be increased to €450.00

· Double plot to be increased to €800.00

· Treble plot to be increase to €1,600.00

Councillor Butler queried the cost of internment of ashes in the Collumbarium Wall, which he was informed is the same as for a grave plot.  Councillor Butler stated that he considers the price excessive for internment of ashes in the Commumbarium Wall. 

Part 8 Report   -   Construction of an Amenity Trackway at Edera Bog in the townlands of Edera and Ardoghil, Co. Longford – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of an Amenity Trackway at Edera Bog in the townlands of Edera and Ardoghil, Co. Longford.
Part 8 Report - 2 No. Dwelling Houses at Colmcille Terrace, Granard, Co. Longford – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of
2 No. Dwelling Houses at Colmcille Terrace, Granard, Co. Longford.

Part 8 Report - Construction of a path from the Sports Grounds at Monaduff to the Village of Ballinamuck, Co. Longford  - circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Colin Dalton, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of a path from the Sports Grounds at Monaduff to the Village of Ballinamuck, Co. Longford.

Part 8 Report - Decommission and dismantle of existing 48.2m high mast and construct a new 3 leg multifunctional 48m high CCTV and Community Mast at Connolly Barracks, Longford – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the decommission and dismantle of existing 48.2m high mast and construct a new 3 leg multifunctional 48m high CCTV and Community Mast at Connolly Barracks, Longford.

Disposal of Property at No. 1 Campbell’s Lane, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at No. 1 Campbell’s Lane, Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the  14th October 2020.
Disposal of Property at No. 15 Campbell’s Lane, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at No. 15 Campbell’s Lane, Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the  14th October 2020.
Notice of Motion 

Residents Associations.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor S. Butler -
 “As we are living with Covid19 within our community, I am conscious of the fact that Residents Committees are suffering due to the effects of the virus in regard to the betterment of their estates.  I would hope that we would not lose the hard work or community spirit which the Housing section have established over the years within our communities. 

The Better Estate competition has always had a positive impact, it brought families together, visually improved the appearance and promoted social inclusion within estates  and with this is mind I propose the following motions

“That Longford County Council have a plan in place to run the Better Estates competition in 2021”

“ We have an update on the number of current Residents Associations within the county and also the setting up associations in the remainder”

“That Longford County Council provides a communal container in all council housing estates to store tools and equipment belonging to Residents Associations”

J. Brannigan stated that Longford County Council currently has 30 active Residents Groups.  There are several new estates and these will be contacted to arrange a meeting to encourage/discuss setting up new groups once social gatherings are permitted.  This would normally have been taken place in April but the COVID-19 restrictions have impacted on plans in 2020.

However, the Estate Management Unit will be, circumstances allowing, contacting new groups to encourage the setting up of new groups.  New groups are offered financial assistance with tools, equipment, plants etc.  

Unfortunately, it is not advisable to have a ‘shed/store’ kept in the communal area, as in the past this has proved too vulnerable to theft or acts of vandalism.  The Council’s preferred option is to have the shed in a mutually agreed resident (member of the groups) garden/property. Longford County Council can offer financial support to purchase a shed, if necessary. 

John said that it is intended to run a Better Estates competition in 2021, which will be held in late September.  

GENERAL
Notices of Motions.

Attendance at Livestock Marts during the COVID-19 Pandemic

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor T. McGovern -

“That Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine and NEPHET to change the guidelines to allow for attendance at Livestock Marts during level 4 and 5 Covid Restrictions.”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P. Ross -

 “I call on Longford County Council to make a submission to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Charlie McConalogue, T.D., calling for a limited number of buyers and sellers to be allowed to return to the Livestock Mart rings - subject to social distancing guidelines.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

Siege of Jadotville.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  and agreed -

 “I call on Longford County Council to adopt, promote and advance to the Minister for Defence the awarding of the recommended 5 Military Medals for Gallantry and the 27 Distinguished Service Medals for the Irish Soldier's  of A Company 35th Infantry Battalion who so bravely defended at the Siege of Jadotville, serving under a UN mandate in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in the early 1960’s.”
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Monaghan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Donlon family, Templemichael Glebe, Longford on the death of John Donlon. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
[image: image1.png]AN LON

Combhairle Chontae An Longfowt
L ongford County Council

IR

CONNEGTED

People - Place - Opportunity

©)




Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

9th December 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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